
Transcription Regulation and Gene Expression in Eukaryotes 
(Vorlesung #13709) 

 
 
This lecture series combines every week 1 hour of teaching and 1 hour of paper 
presentations by the students in small groups. The topics of the papers presentation 
will be closely related to the lecture of the preceding week, which will give the 
framework for your presentation. We encourage regular and active participation 
from everyone. 
 
We expect you to present the papers in a clear, concise and critical manner.  Below 
you will find a few instructions on how to best do this. 
 
How to do a  “critical” paper presentation 
For each lecture 1 paper for the presentation and sometimes also 1-2 supporting 
papers or reviews will be distributed (usually the week preceding the presentation).  
 
 The reviews –when available-  should help you for the preparation, but should not 
directly be presented. Evidently, in order to be well prepared, you may have to look 
for some additional information yourself –e.g. in textbooks or other publications.  
 
Timing: aim for a 20 min presentation (maximum). Check the timing by doing a 
practice talk.  
 
Prepare a Powerpoint (or PDF) file of your presentation (always include on the first 
page your names and the reference of the paper(s) presented) and send it until the 
evening before the lecture to patrick.matthias@fmi.ch or roger.clerc@fmi.ch 
 
1. Short introduction (max. 5 min) to set the stage: be specific and precise, use 
diagrams etc… 
 
2. In the interest of time present only the most relevant figures of the paper (ie not 
necessarily all figures). Always: 

• introduce the methods and reagents used  
• explain the results obtained (always important to check: what are the 

controls?)  
• be critical in a positive sense: are the claims supported by the findings, are 

the actual data (ie the figures presented) convincing? 
 
3. What are the main conclusions/interpretations from the paper? Are these 
supported by the data presented? Is the interpretation correct? 
 
4. What is the significance of the paper? How does it advance our knowledge of the 
field?  How does it relate to the rest of the field? 
 
Be also prepared to answer questions. 
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